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vertised it as the first English translation, with no acknowledgment, 
is too much for honest scholars to stomach. 

The first real translation of the Enneads into English is yet to 
be made. 

George Boas. 

University op California. 



JOURNALS AND NEW BOOKS 

REVUE DE METAPHYSIQUE ET DE MORALE. Novem- 
ber-December, 1919. La volonte, la liberie, et la certitude d'apres 
Renouvier (pp. 685-704) (A suivre) : 0. Hamelin. -"Volition is 
that characteristic of certain phenomena of consciousness, which 
makes them seem capable of not having appeared, though all condi- 
tions had remained the same." Thus volition is by definition free. 
Using this criterion, Renouvier denies volitional character to all 
physical movements, and to all conscious states which seem to arise 
spontaneously, like hallucinations and dreams. Only those states of 
consciousness which are characterized by effort, and which seem 
motivated or reflective, can be called volitional and free. H. Hame- 
lin criticizes narrowing the meaning of the term volitional to em- 
brace so limited a class of mental phenomena. Les derniers progres 
de la physique (pp. 705-738) : L. Weber. -The following subjects 
are discussed: (1) the theory of relativity, (2) the theory of quanta, 
(3) spectrum analysis of X-rays and the light which it throws on 
crystal structure, (4) the re-interpretation of the Table of Elements 
on the basis of research into radioactivity. Both the relativity and 
the quanta theories are far from being demonstrated, but the evi- 
dence for each is drawn from many different branches of physics, 
and gives eloquent testimony to the ideal unity of the science. Both 
theories, moreover, suggest a description of the world, which departs 
still more radically than the old atomism from naive empirical views. 
A bibliography supplements the account. La psychologie de Ribot 
et la pensee contemporaine (pp. 739-763): R. Lenoir. -Ribot 's 
work is examined as a reaction against the traditional ideational 
psychology. "The identification of consciousness with that immedi- 
ate feeling which we have of ourselves, a study of sensibility which 
is not accompanied by a like study of intelligence, can contribute to 
breaking English associationalism by introducing a dynamic point 
of view, and can clarify the psychological study of movements. But 
it is at the price of some confusion in general psychology. And it 
seems that Ribot undoes little by little the work of Auguste Comte 
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and Renouvier." Enseignement. De la formation des maitres 
primaires (pp. 765-769): A. Meillet. -M. Meillet disagrees with 
those who believe that the natural sciences are of primary importance 
in providing that kind of culture which is most valuable to the art of 
the elementary teacher. He insists first upon an understanding of 
one 's own language, its logic and its possibilities of expression. The 
study of man's history is of next importance in the education of 
elementary teachers, even though experience shows that history can 
not be taught with good results in primary schools. Questions 
Pratiques. La controverse nationalitaire (pp. 771-803) : Th. 
Ruyssen. - There are two opposing theories of nationality; one re- 
gards the facts of geographical location, of race, of language, and of 
culture as the proper criteria of nationality; the other holds that 
the will of the people as expressed in plebescites is the only satisfac- 
tory test. The first theory can be used in practise to sanction auto- 
cratic imperialism; the plebescite principle, if thoroughly applied, 
would involve "a constant surrender of sovereignty on the part of 
the existing Nation-state to the demands of groups which declared 
themselves to be nations." Problems of conflicting nationality can 
be solved only by changes in the present manner of exercising state 
sovereignty. Groups of different culture within the state should be 
given as much autonomy as possible, and their development encour- 
aged. "Autonomy within federation is the formula proposed to 
statesmen responsible for deciding the political status of nationali- 
ties still in conflict." Necrologie. Georges Simeon (1888-1919) 
(pp. 805-807). -Simeon was a young philosopher of promise, who 
had written several essays on the sentiment of patriotism. He died 
in June, 1919, as a result of gas-poisoning sustained during the war. 
Tables des Matieres (pp. 809-811). -Articles appearing in the Revue 
during the year 1919 are listed both in a Table des Auteurs and in 
a Table des Articles. 
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